A  BRIEF HISTORY
upon which they forthwith entered with the various
autochthonous powers was not, as people in the eighteenth
century erroneously believed, a struggle between an
oppressed and inoffensive people who loved their free-
dom and a sanguinary foe. It was a war to the knife
between nations equally proud, between two civilizations
both of them based on force. It is eminently necessary
to master this plain truth, if we are to arrive at a more
or less clear idea of the subsequent stages of American
history, which legend and contending passions have so
largely bedimmed. Popular government, in the liberal
sense we give the term, was never able to gain a footing
in these countries, whether in their autonomous days or
when they were under the heel of the European conqueror,
or even later on, when they had won their indepen-
dence. Save in the case of Brazil, and then only tem-
porarily, they never produced a dynasty, but were
always being pitchforked to and fro from one dictator
to another. Nor did they come to realize the blessings
of peace until the central government, cruel and unjust
as it sometimes was, was strong enough to impose it.
This is the lesson to be learnt from the history of the
different nationalities of America.